
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H14255 December 6, 2007 
America. This bill also includes fund-
ing for critical county school pay-
ments. 780 counties in 42 States will 
get critical funding for law enforce-
ment, search and rescue, and strug-
gling rural schools. 

My district, the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Oregon, will avert a 
disaster if this legislation is adopted. 

I thank the Democratic leadership 
for leading us in a new direction on en-
ergy and fulfilling their commitment 
to rural counties. 

The ball was dropped by the Bush ad-
ministration and by the Republicans. 
We’re taking it up for all America here 
today by passing this bill. 

f 

THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
IMPRISONMENT OF AYMAN NOUR 

(Mr. WICKER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. Speaker, this week 
marks the third anniversary of the im-
prisonment of Egyptian parliamen-
tarian and presidential candidate 
Ayman Nour. He was jailed on charges 
of forgery during the 2005 presidential 
elections in Egypt. 

Nour suffers from numerous health 
problems. He has been subjected to doc-
umented physical abuse and has been 
denied visitation rights afforded to 
other prisoners. His health condition 
continues to worsen. 

Many Members of Congress stand in 
solidarity with Ayman Nour and re-
spectfully call on President Mubarak 
to grant his unconditional release. De-
cember 10 is Human Rights Day, mark-
ing the anniversary of the adoption of 
the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. In honor of that day, the Egyp-
tian Government should release Ayman 
Nour. This action would symbolize a 
recommitment to the inherent dignity 
of all people and to their equal and in-
alienable rights. 

f 

THE UNITED STATES POSTAL 
SERVICE 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, the United 
States Postal Service, and I use that 
term because that’s their formal name, 
has announced that they’re going to 
stop using, having vending machines at 
the post office. That means that Amer-
icans will not be able to go to the post 
office when they need to get a stamp 
this holiday season, tax time or what-
ever, and realize they need stamps and 
be able to go to the postal service to 
buy a stamp. It seems the U.S. Postal 
Service is taking service out of their 
name. 

Older people can’t just very easily de-
cide to learn how to use the Internet or 
have an Internet and poor people don’t 
either. The postal service says people 
can buy stamps online. They can call 
an 800 number. They can buy them by 
mail. But if you need something for an 

immediate postage, if you don’t have 
the Internet, if you’re old, and it’s dif-
ficult to stand in line because you’re 
handicapped or disabled, this is a great 
disservice to America. 

They say the machines aren’t work-
ing. Well, Federal Express wouldn’t do 
something like this. They’d improve 
the machines or find a new machine. 
And if the machines didn’t work at 
Coca-Cola, Coca-Cola would buy new 
machines. 

The United States Postal Service 
should be for service and for the cus-
tomer and maintain the vending ma-
chines. I’m preparing legislation, and 
I’ll be sending a Dear Colleague out, 
Mr. Speaker, and hope all will join us 
in putting service back in the USPS. 

f 

b 1015 

THE TEDDY BEAR AND ISLAM 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, in the third 
world country of Sudan, the govern-
ment is controlled by the religion of 
Islam. Religious hard-liners were suc-
cessful in prosecuting a British first 
grade teacher for insulting Mohammed. 
She was sent to jail. Her crime: her 7- 
year-old students named a class Teddy 
Bear ‘‘Mohammed,’’ and that was sup-
posedly an insult to the Prophet. The 
punishment could have been worse. She 
could have received 40 lashes. In fact, 
thousands of Sudanese citizens 
marched demanding the school teacher 
be executed for the insult! 

Of course, the teacher never meant to 
insult Islam, but the truth was not an 
issue in her trial. 

The Sudan, this is the same ‘‘right-
eous’’ government that is allowing eth-
nic cleansing and genocide of its own 
citizens in Darfur. 

But thanks to two Muslim members 
of the British House of Lords who dis-
agreed with the arrest, the school 
teacher, Gillian Gibbon, was pardoned 
after serving 8 days in jail. 

This case is an example of what hap-
pens when government punishes people 
for violating a religious doctrine. 

And, by the way, the Teddy Bear was 
originally so named to honor the great 
President Theodore Roosevelt. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SUPPORT THE ENERGY BILL 

(Mr. KAGEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to support 
today’s energy bill. This is the change 
we need, for America needs a reliable 
energy partner, one that is home 
grown. 

This bill restores our Nation’s inde-
pendence and will help to secure our fu-
ture. It will also stimulate our econ-
omy and protect our environment. It 
will allow for clean, renewable energy 

and move us away from the dangerous 
dependency on Arabian oil. It will also 
decrease our imported oil by 2 million 
gallons per day. It will create jobs and 
strengthen our economy as we move 
towards efficient, clean, and renewable 
energy resources. 

This bill answers the question whose 
side are we on. Do we stand with Big 
Oil and the past or do we stand with 
the future? 

I stand with the future and will con-
tinue to fight to cut the price of energy 
and fight hard for the people of North-
east Wisconsin. 

f 

BUY PRODUCTS MADE IN THE USA 

(Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, defective, unsafe prod-
ucts, toys with poisonous lead paint, 
American jobs going overseas lured by 
cheap labor and unfair trade practices, 
these issues concern every American. 
But all of us can take a stand this holi-
day season. 

One way is that instead of judging 
products by cheap prices, look for qual-
ity and safety that comes with Amer-
ican products. This holiday season 
shoppers will be buying gifts made 
from all over the world, but let’s make 
an extra effort to look for American 
products. 

This Christmas check the label for 
‘‘Made in the USA’’ and support jobs 
for hardworking Americans and Amer-
ican quality. ‘‘Made in the USA’’ may 
be the best gift ever this Christmas. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENTS TO 
H.R. 6, ENERGY INDEPENDENCE 
AND SECURITY ACT OF 2007 

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak-
er, by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 846 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 846 

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 6) to reduce our 
Nation’s dependency on foreign oil by invest-
ing in clean, renewable, and alternative en-
ergy resources, promoting new emerging en-
ergy technologies, developing greater effi-
ciency, and creating a Strategic Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewables Reserve to invest in 
alternative energy, and for other purposes, 
with Senate amendments thereto, and to 
consider in the House, without intervention 
of any point of order except those arising 
under clause 10 of rule XXI, a single motion 
offered by the Majority Leader or his des-
ignee that the House concur in each of the 
Senate amendments with the respective 
amendment printed in the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion. The Senate amendments and the mo-
tion shall be considered as read. The motion 
shall be debatable for one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the Majority Leader 
and the Minority Leader or their designees. 
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